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WORKSHOP: GENOS O.S.

TThheerree’’ss  ssoommeetthhiinngg  aabboouutt  tthhee  ssoouunndd  ooff  aa  mmuusseettttee  aaccccoorrddiioonn  tthhaatt,,  ffoorr  ssoommee  rreeaassoonn,,  aallwwaayyss  mmaakkeess  mmee  tthhiinnkk  ooff
FFrraannccee  iinn  tthhee  sspprriinnggttiimmee..    MMaayybbee  iitt’’ss  jjuusstt  wwoorrdd  aassssoocciiaattiioonn  ((‘‘AApprriill  iinn  PPaarriiss’’)),,  II  ddoonn’’tt  kknnooww,,  bbuutt  iitt  wwaass  cceerrttaaiinnllyy
oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ffaaccttoorrss  tthhaatt  mmaaddee  mmee  cchhoooossee  MMiicchheell  LLeeggrraanndd’’ss  ggoorrggeeoouuss  mmeellooddyy  ‘‘II  WWiillll  WWaaiitt  FFoorr  YYoouu’’  aass  mmyy  tthheemmee
ffoorr  ttooddaayy’’ss  aarrttiiccllee  oonn  rreeggiissttrraattiioonnss..    SSeeee  ppaaggee  55  aass  aallwwaayyss  ffoorr  ddeettaaiillss  ooff  tthhee  ffrreeee  ddoowwnnllooaadd  aanndd  YYoouuTTuubbee  ddeemmoo..  

The registration we’re going to build
today takes us to Cherbourgh in
Normandy sometime in the mid
1960s.

Registrations don’t have to be
complex to be effective and this
one has a simple French
musette accordion playing the
lead whilst an edited style also
features the accordion in its

lovely Intro and Ending sections.
The piece I’ve chosen is Michel Legrand’s

wonderful theme from a 1964 romantic musical called
‘The Umbrellas of Cherbourg’ (or Les Parapluies de
Cherbourg, its original French title).  

There’s an easy to read version in the ‘Easiest Keyboard
Collection - Ballads’ book (available from musicroom.com)
but the same registration setting is suited to many other
similar pieces.  Right, let’s get started...

The accompaniment style I’ve chosen is the ‘Dreamy
Ballad’ (one of my favourites) from the Easy Listening
style category (fig.1).

Editing the style is easy as I’m only going to change
the voice used in one of the style parts.

Press the [HOME] button and tap the ‘Channel’ icon at
the bottom of the screen (fig.2).

This opens a new page where, at the bottom of the
screen, we can see the individual style parts (channels)
that make up the Dreamy Ballad style (fig.3).

You’ll see that, in the lower part of the screen, the
Phrase 1 part has a picture of a Flute.  Touch the image...
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We’re now taken to the Voice page where the Orchestral
Flute featured in the previous page is housed (fig.4).

To emphasise the French influence in the piece I’m
using the style for, I want us to exchange this flute for a
typically French sound - the Musette Accordion.  

So, select ‘Accordion’ from the voice categories to the
left of the screen.  Then...

Choose the Super Musette accordion voice from the
screen (fig.5).

At this point you might like to hear the change this has
made to the style.  Make sure that he [ACMP] button is
switched on in the Style Control area of the Genos’
panel and increase the style’s tempo from its default
speed of 63 bpm to 110 bpm.  

Then strike a minor chord with your left hand and play
Intro 3.  (The arrangement in the EKC book is written in
the key of E minor.)  

Styles don’t always react well if you increase the speed
significantly, but this works out perfectly.  The musette
accordion takes the lead in the Intro section - and the
end of the intro leads smoothly into the first bar of
Michel Legrand’s ‘I Will Wait For You’.  Somehow the
minor key also helps give the sound its French feel.

That’s the majority of the work done - so hit the [Home]
button again on the panel to return to the Home page.
All we need now is another musette accordion for the
lead melody voice.

Touch the image in the blue Right 1 area of the Home
screen (fig.6). 

And, when the Right 1 Voice page opens, swap the
existing voice for the Super Musette accordion, as
before, from the Accordion voice category (fig.7).   

Return to the Home page one last time to check that
everything is in place (fig.8).

You may notice that I’ve added some ‘reserve’ voices
in the Right 2 and Right 3 voice parts, and I changed
the multi pads to Cymbal & Chimes1 for that tingling
wind-chime effect on pads 3 and 4.

Set the volumes to suit your taste of course.  My Super
Musette and CFX Ambient Grand voices are set to 110
with the style volume at its default setting of 100.  The
Medium Tune Pad (Pad category) mixes nicely with the
accordion should you wish to try it and its volume is 90. 
I use Intro 3 to start the song and Ending 3 to finish.

Don’t forget to save your registration - or, as always, you
can get my set of 10 ‘Ballad’ registrations free if you
subscribe to the magazine.  See page 5 for details of
this issue’s downloads.

Fig.4

Fig.5

Fig.6

Fig.7

Fig.8


